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• OCO Director Introduction & Presentation
• Appointment as Director
• Oversight Priorities
• Referring Cases for Prosecution
• Legislative & Policy Developments
• Budget & Operations
• Academic Partnerships
• CTP Oversight Committee
• Areas of Concern
• Discussions & Questions (Remaining Time Available)

Agenda





“Parolees like Bourgeois should be encouraged to communicate 
about their experiences, not silenced arbitrarily.”
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•   Sen. Mike Padden



Jeremiah Bourgeois, JD
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Appointed Director of the                                   
Office of the Corrections Ombuds                           

by Governor Ferguson on December 1, 2025

• Washington State legal scholar, award winning writer

• Distinctive combination of lived experience and legal training

• Incarcerated in WA DOC for 27 years prior to release in 2019

• J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, 2023

• Served as judicial law clerk at Washington Court of Appeals, Division III

• Appointed to Sentencing Guidelines Commission in 2023
• Author of The Extraordinary Ordinary Prisoner: Essays From Inside 

America’s Carceral State



Appointing 
Statute

• The governor shall appoint an ombuds who must be a 
person of recognized judgment, independence, objectivity, 
and integrity, and be qualified by training or experience in 
corrections law and policy. 

• The governor shall consult with, and may receive 
recommendations from, the appropriate committees of the 
legislature, delegates of the statewide family council as 
selected by the members of the council, and other relevant 
stakeholders.
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Oversight Priorities
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Jeremiah Bourgeois and Judge Fearing 

Realigning priorities to 
best fulfill statutory 

duties

Systemic 
investigations
• Consequences of 

disciplinary infractions
• Security Threat Group 

(STG) determinations
• DOC policies and practice 

governing drug smuggling



Referring Cases 
for Prosecution
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DOC Fiscal Notes 
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Standard of 
Evidence
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Academic 
Partnerships

Introducing Law Students to Corrections Oversight
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CTP Oversight Committee
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Areas of Concern
• Relationships
• ISRB
• Civil Legal Aid Orgs
• Sunset Clause
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Discussion/Questions
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