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e OCO Director Introduction & Presentation

* Appointment as Director

* Oversight Priorities

* Referring Cases for Prosecution

e Legislative & Policy Developments

* Budget & Operations

* Academic Partnerships

 CTP Oversight Committee

* Areas of Concern

e Discussions & Questions (Remaining Time Available)
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Letter to Washington state Department of H E I u H I E H s
Corrections regarding conditions of parole

On April 8, 2020, the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press submitted a letter to the Washington state Department of Corrections

regarding a community corrections officer’s instruction to a former inmate. Jeremiah Bourgeois, who has written extensively about

incarceration and criminal justice reform since he was released from prison on parole, was directed by his CCO to stop advocating for

prisoners’ rights. Because Bourgeois is obligated to comply with his CCO’s directions as a condition of his parole, the order may have a

chilling effect on his reporting activities. The letter, which argues that the order violates the First Amendment, urges the Department of

Corrections to clarify that limiting or ending his journalistic activities is not a condition of Bourgeois’s parole.

“Parolees like [Bourgeois] should be encouraged to communicate about their experiences, not silenced arbitrarily,” the letter states. “Our Fn H F H E E D n M n F T H E F H E 5 5

nation’s dedication to free speech demands no less.”

Read the full Reporters Committee letter.

“Parolees like Bourgeois should be encouraged to communicate
about their experiences, not silenced arbitrarily.”
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Re: WA state delays watchdog reports on prisons,
concerning advocates | Crosscut

You Aug 11, 2022
To Michael

| bet the Governor’s office never offers me the position

() Sen . M | ke Padden of Correctional Ombudsman.

Sincerely,

Jeremiah Bourgeois

Gonzaga Law School

From: Michael -
Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 7:29:50 PM

To: Bourgeois, Jeremiah J

Subject: WA state delays watchdog reports on prisons,

concerning advocates | Crosscut
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Department of Corrections

i

by Governor Ferguson on December 1, 2025

* Washington State legal scholar, award winning writer

e Distinctive combination of lived experience and legal training

* Incarcerated in WA DOC for 27 years prior to release in 2019

e J.D. from Gonzaga University School of Law, 2023

e Served as judicial law clerk at Washington Court of Appeals, Division Il

* Appointed to Sentencing Guidelines Commission in 2023

e Author of The Extraordinary Ordinary Prisoner: Essays From Inside
America’s Carceral State
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* The governor shall appoint an ombuds who must be a
person of recognized judgment, independence, objectivity,
and integrity, and be qualified by training or experience in
corrections law and policy.

Ap pOI ntl ng * The governor shall consult with, and may receive

St t t recommendations from, the appropriate committees of the
adtute . . . .

legislature, delegates of the statewide family council as
selected by the members of the council, and other relevant
stakeholders.
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The CAMPAIGN for the
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Oversight Priorities

Systemic
investigations

Realigning priorities to e Consequences of
best fulfill statutory disciplinary infractions

duties e Security Threat Group
(STG) determinations

e DOC policies and practice
governing drug smuggling
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Referring Cases
for Prosecution

Office of the Correctio

Quarterly Meeting February 2026 \ OMBUDS




DOC Fiscal Notes
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Beyond A Reasonable Doubt

Sta N d a rd Of Preponderance OFf Evidence
Evidence

Substantial Bvidence

Scintilla Of Bvidence

Mo Evidence
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Budget & Operations
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Academic
Partnerships

Introducing Law Students to Corrections Oversigﬂ
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Areas of Concern

 Relationships

* |SRB

* Civil Legal Aid Orgs
* Sunset Clause
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Discussion/Questions

The Crime Report | (https://thecrimereport.org/2017/01/11 /becoming-a-whistleblower-in-prison-is-a-risky-
business/)

Becoming a Whistleblower in Prison is a ‘Risky
Business’

By Jeremiah Bourgeois | January 11, 2017

Photo by Sreven Depolo via Flickr
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